W. H. THOMPSON
Omar, Monckton-Milnes (LordHoughton), Spedding (the Baconian scholar), W. H. Brookfield,1 who became a very popular preacher, and who had a great fund of good stories. Thompson, in a letter which has been published, says that on one occasion his hearers were in such convulsions with laughter that they could not sit in their chairs and had to take refuge on the floor. During his Mastership the statutes of the College were twice revised and greatly changed. New statutes were proposed in 1872 and in 1882. The changes proposed by the College in 1872 never came into force as they were disallowed by the Privy Council. The changes proposed in 1882 were in force until 1926, when they were replaced by statutes made by the Cambridge University Commissioners. The changes in the statutes involved weekly meetings of the whole body of Fellows during term time, over which he had to preside. The meetings about each of these changes lasted over a period of more than a year and a half, and some of them were very long ; one, with two short adjournments, went on from n A.M. to 12 P.M. This entailed a very heavy strain on the chairman, especially as the Fellows were very much divided on the best course to pursue. Henry Jackson, who attended both sets of
1 I once had a very curious experience with which both Thackeray and Brookfield were concerned. Not long after I became a Fellow, at the end of a busy term, I went to Brighton for a few days to get freshened up. At dinner on the first evening I sat next a middle-aged lady I had never seen before, and had not the faintest idea who she was. After the usual commonplaces, she said, " Now I want you to tell me who is your favourite heroine in fiction ". One does not expose one's deepest feelings to strangers, so, on the spur of the moment, I said Thackeray's Amelia, and was going on to say that I thought her a very well-behaved and good-natured girl. Fortunately before I could do this, she exclaimed, " I'm so glad to hear you say so, because I'm the original Amelia. I'm Mrs Brookfield and both my husband and I were great friends of Thackeray." I sat next her at dinner during my short stay at Brighton, and she told me many interesting things about Thackeray and his domestic troubles.
269